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WANDERING THOUGHTS OF A LIBRARIAN POETESS 
IN THE SPRINGTIME 


I hope that I shall never see 
A bookworm in my library. 


A worm whose hungry mouth is pressed 
Against the rarest and the best; 


A wrm that looks at words all day 
And lifts his little jaws to prey; 


A worm that in a summer eats 
A tunnel through your shelf of Keats; 


Who seems to think a set of Plato 
Is just a lot of :ashed potato. 


Poems are iiade by i.en like William Blake, 
But only bookworiis think they're sirloin steak. 
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WHY SHOULD I JOIN A.L.A.? 


This is a logical question. None of us are in the habit of joining 
organizations unless we are familiar with their ails, accomplishments 
and services. Folders and pamphlets will be available at the H.L.A. 
meeting in April to refresh our iwemories. If you are not a member, 
won't you plan to join at this time or if you already belong and wish to 
renew your membership we will be glad to send it in for you. 


Each of us derive benefits frou. the achievements of the A.LeA. whether 
we are helping to support it or not. In 1947 Hawaii had 70 members, 
in 1948 we had 60. These figures are going in the wrong direction. Let's 
see if we can't remedy this situation during 1949. 


Suzanne Starr 


Chairman, A.L.A. Membership 
Comnittee for Hawaii 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
GENERAL LIBRARY 
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The CeAeReie Committee of the H,L.A. is happy to announce that we as 
an association have “adopted” the families of two French Librarians. The 
nawes of these needy families were obtained through the kindness of Mlle. 
Yvette Oddon, an old friend of Margaret Titcomb's. Mlle. Oddon is herself 
a librarian and was at one time president of a French society of professional 
librarians. The H.L.A. Christmas packages (candies, coffee and C.A.R.E.'s 
Christmas dinner) were sent to her and distributed by her among Parisian 
library friends. Since Mlle. Oddon igs now connected with U.N.E.S.C.0. and 
has been travelling outside of France, she suggested that we direct any 
further contributions we care to make to Me Bach and M. Caillet. According 
to her letter, M. Caillet is the head of a provincial public library in the 
Municipale de Valence, Drome, France. “He has three children, no money, 
too much work." She continues “another colleague, out of work, 4 children, 
co-author (with uyself) of a library primer, but the book too cheap to 
bring profit, is M. CeH. Bach in Paris." 


Shortly after Christmas the C.A.R»E. Comittee met and packed two 
food parcels, one for each family. We're sure the contents of the 
packages will be appreciated but as we looked at the size of the psrcels 
we felt that for families of 34 children one such package would be a 
mere drop in the bucket. And so we had an inspiration. If every member 
of the H.L.A. were to bring a cen or two of fish or meat or Spry or 
powdered milk or, perhaps, a package of dried fruit or coffee or sugar 
or flour or any easily packed, non-perishable food to the Spring meeting, 
we should certainly be able to send off another parcel to both families 
at very little cost to any one of us. Howabout it? And since it's 
springtine and there may be a bit of spring cleaning going on, inight we 
suggest that any wearable “old-look" clothing you want to dispose of could 
easily be squeezed into a food parcel and would certainly be welcome in 
France. We'll be happy to come collecting if you have no means of trans- 
portation. Please notify any one of the following cormittee members: Miss 
Margaret Titcoib at the Bishop Museum - 86438, Miss Charlotta Hoskins at the 
University Library - 90551, and Miss Irigard Hormann at the Library of 
Hawaii - 58921. 


OONDDNNNNDONNDND00D0D000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
THE AUTHORITY FILE 


KISS FRANCES KENYON, Librarian at Cooke Library, Punahou School, is the 
secretary of the Hawaii Library Association. Her home was formerly 
in Rochester, New York, and she received her library training at 
Western Reserve. She hss worked in libraries in Rochester, Los Angeles, 
Cleveland and Fast Cleveland. Miss Kenyon arrived in the Islands in 
June, 1945, and becaree a member of the staff at Cooke Library. 


JULIET L. DAVIS, Librarian of the Maui County Free Library, comes fron 
Pittsburg, Pensylvania. She received her academic work at the 
University of Nebraska, and her library degree at the University of 
Wisconsin. In July, 1926, after several years of working in various 
libraries on the wainland, hirs. Davis took a position in the Stations 
Department of the Library of Hawaii. In December, 1926, she was 
appointed head of hiaui County's library. 


DOAOTHEA SUXTEES is Comaand Librarian of the USARPAC libraries. She 
was born, raised and educated in New Jersey. She received her library 
degree from the New Jersey College for Women. Miss Surtees has been 
an Army Librarian since 1941, and has held her present position since 
the latter part of 1947 
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LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 


Library of Hawaii by Ruth Fung 


Miss Virginia Crozier, head of the reference department, is resigning 
as of April 30th to return to Duluth, Ninnesota. She will be on an extended 
vacation until fall and will spend a lot of time in California---especially 
with her former Honolulu roommate, Miss Thelma Passo. Miss Passo is at 
the Pio Pico Branch of the Los Angeles Public Library. 


Mrs. Ernestine Tong Cheh, recently returned from Nanking, China, where 
she helped with the ALA project of gift books to China, is a new assistant 
in the cataloging and reference departments. She graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Illinois Library School and has worked for the New York Public 
Library. 


Miss Elsie hicDonald and Miss Frances Bernath flew, in a four-hour trip, 
over to our neighboring island to view the spectacular show put on by 
Maunaloa. 


Irngard Hormann has organized a brand new Teen-Age Library Council 
composed of delegates from several high schools. The council plans and 
arranges the monthly programs called “Tune in on youth" which are held in 
the library auditorium. Films, forums, speakers, nusic, and talent shows 
will make up these admission-free meetings. 


As an outgrowth of interest shown by the Kaimuki Branch patrons for 
lectures, a series of monthly programs are being held througia spring. The 
newly-built auditorium has been filled for the past two lectures given by 
Mrs. Chester Frowe and Mr. David Heymon, Belgium Consul in Hawaii. 


The Friends of the Library book sale held at Woody's Lunch Room was a 
great success, taking in double the amount of money this year than last. 
Proceeds of the sale were used to buy a baby grand piano for the Library and 
to establish an annual $250 award to be given to a local author for the 
most distinguished book of the proceeding calendar year. 


0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
University of Hawaii Library by Helen Bevens 


Harue Palomino is back in charge of the Dept. of Serials and Exchanges, 
after a year's leave of absence to attend to young Carnela. 


G ale Hawilton has returned to work after an appendectomy; she is more 
than ever in favor of putting in an elevator to her third-floor office. 


Beautiful new fluorescent lights have been installed in the Reference 
and Reserve Rooms, so that it is now possible to read there at night without 
bringing your own flashlight. (We did not expect this to happen until 
1990 -- in fact, when someone called up to ask, “Is this the place that's 
getting new lights?" Charlotta Hoskins replied politely, "Why, no, this 
is the library!") 


Two exhibits of interest: a display of works by and about the Bronte, 
including first editions, loaned by Mrs. Alfred Castle; and an exhibit 
of term papers and scrap books of Social Work students, dealing with various 
aspects of local community life and problems. 
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LIBRARY ACTIVITIES--Cont. 
Kauai Public Library by Lucille Moore 


The staff survived the long siege of wet weather, although Mrs. Hadley 
had a very bad case of flu and was out for more than a week. None of us 
were affected by the Waimea flood. We are now receiving water-soaked books 
and reports of those lost. 


The Community Players' production of "You Can't Take it With You" 
was a great success. hirs. Hadley as the snoobdish Mrs. Kirby received fine 
press notices, and looked stunning in a green and gold dinner gown. She 
is now a ..ember of the play selection committee which will soon decide on 
the next production. 


Miss Moore, Reference and Extension Librarian, has resigned as of May 
15th to return to the Mainland. Many applications have been received already 
in answer to the Library Journal advertisement. There seems to be no 
dearth of librarians seeking Paradise. 


Hanapepe Branch building stands completed with an attractive grey-green 
interior, lacking only landscaping, furnishings, and books. Mrs. Hadley and 
the Kauai legislators are now fighting the Battle of the Budget to secure 
adequate funds for books and equipment. Architects' plans for Waimea Branch 
have been approved and bids can be let as soon as the property is legally 
cleared. The next budget includes money for a librarian for each branch, but 
none for books for them to circulate. 


Kauai will be represented by Mrs. Hadley at the spring Hawaii Library 
Association mecting...Mrs. Mary Pelton is ‘raking plans to visit the Big 
Island and Honolulu Easter week, while Migs Moore hopes to get to Maui and 
Hawaii sometime this spring...fhe weekly story hour, inaugurated by Miss 
Hoyler, Children's Librarian, has proved very successful. 
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USARPAC Libraries by Dorothea Surtees 


Louise Grove has returned to her home in Maryland. We miss her 
sadly and feel as if our organization has lost its backbone. A letter from 
her mailed in San Francisco gives us the impression that the trip to San 
Francisco aboard an Army Transport was not a pleasure cruise. 


The Army librarians are getting ready for their part in the Special 
Services Section of the Army Day Exhibit at Fort DeRussy, on 6 April. 
They are relieved to «now that the exhibit will be for one day only this 
yeare 


When Lily Fons visited the library at the New Tripler Hospital, she 
found Nina Coffman with her hands full of catalog cards. Afore mentioned 
cards are awkward things to get rid of when handshaking is in order, but 
Nina managed. 


Lucile Monroe has a part in the Fort Shafter Theatre Guild production 
of The Doughgirls. Between rehearsals and preparation for a Mainland leave 
which begins in iid-April she hasn't had much time to spend in her new 
Waikiki apartment. 


Mrs. William Graffunder has been appointed base librarian at Wheeler 
Field. Mrs. Graffunder attended Hibbing Jr. College and the University of 
Minnesota. She became interested in libraries when she was a student in 
the Hibbing High School where Theliua Passo was Librarian 
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LIBRARY ACTIVITIES--Cont,. 
Hawaii County Library by Isabel ‘ielsh 


The new library being built by Richard Smart at Parker Ranch, which 
we mentioned in the last issue of the HLA Journal, is now practically 
completed. The room is light and airy, with walls finished in rubbed paint 
of a soft greenish-grey tons, and Venetian blinds in a peach shade. The 
Yloor is of light brown asphalt tiling, flecked with grey. One corncr is 
furnished with easy chairs and a floor lamp, where the cowboys can relax 
in coufort when they visit the library. Reading tables and chairs are 
painted in two shades of green, with the exception of the table and benches 
for suwall children, which are done in a shade of raspberry red. Yes, we 
know how it sounds}! But drop in and see it sometime when you are going 
around the Big Island. 


We were pleased to receive a call from Eleanor Harmon White, children's 
librarian on Maui. She was on our Island for the Washington's Birthday 
weekend and we wore sorry that she could not stay longer so we could take 
her on a postman's holiday trip around the Island. 


We expected to see numbers of our fellow librarians over here while 
the fauna Loa eruption was in its glory, but if they came, they must have 
flown over and beck without even alighting in Hilo. At any rate no visitors 
dropped in at the library. Speaking of flying, our two malihini librarians, 
Misses Brice and Betts, both flew over and around the volcano by night, 
and came home all ready to do it again. 
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“The Graduate Library School of the University of Chicago announces 
that the 1949 Library Conferences, to be held from August 8-13, will deal 
with the reports of the Public Library Inquiry. The Public Library 
Inquiry was organized in March, 1947 under the general direction of Dr. 
Robert D. Leigh. A staff of several members with varying backgrounds has 
been at work in the p»st two years on perhaps the most complete single 
study of the public library as an Ancrican institution. It will conclude 
its work with the publication of several reports in the swuer of 1949. 


"The Library Conference of the University of Chicago will proviue the 
first opportunity for public librarians to discuss the findings and results 
of the Inquiry. Each of the .wajor reports of the Inquiry will be discussed 
.by @ panel of three iwembers: a librarian expert in the ficld, a social 
scientist, and the staff member of the Inquiry responsible for the report. 
Anong the topics to be considered arc: the government and political posi- 
tion of the American public library, library finance, use of the public 
library, the role of films and recordings in library service, the personnel 
of the American public library, library techniques and processes, the book 
publishing industry, government publications, and the general report of 
the Inquiry. For those reports not yet published at the time of the 
Conference participants will be provided with a brief abstract of the 
inajor findings. The plan for the Conference is not simply to present the 
findings and recomuendations of the Inquiry but rather to consider their 
validity and their implications for library service. 


"A detailed program for the Conference will be available in March or 
April, 1949." 
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THa EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT 


Well, spring is on the way, and the Spring meeting of the Hawaii 
library association is in the offing. We hope that there will be a good 
turnout of members for the one-day affair on April second. There will be 
a business meeting, an election of new officers, section meetings, speakers 
and a dinner. Come and enjoy yourselves, and visit with other librarians. 


This is the last issue of the HLA Journal that I shall edit. It have 
just been thinking about the advanteges of being an editor--they are many. 
There are the contacts with other librarics and their staffs, the knowledge 
of what is going on in the territory's library world, and the chances to 
meet and know the members of the Association. I hope that the next editor 
will enjoy the Journal, and will have all the best of luck with it. 


The past year has boen one of growth for librarians. The undertaking 
of a large project such as-the Union List of Serials is a worthwhile 
accomplishment for the Association. The growth and expansion of our various 
libraries has been of interest to all of us. The Punahou School library, 
the Library of Hawaii's Kalihi-Palama branch, and the HSPA library are 
three examples of Oahu's library development. On the other islands, new 
stations are being developed, and there is Hilo's new library to watch. 


I have learned that the editorial "we" means a lot. I couldn't have 
done a thing without the cooperation of the various staff “reporters" and 
other contributors. And the Journal would never have appeared in print at 
all if it hadn't been for Gladys Iseki and Alice Fujinaka of the clerical 
staff of the Library of Hawaii. As I “rvutire", I want to express my 


Sincere appreciation to all of vou bchind the editorial "we". 


Edith Irwin 





